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TheHonorableAnn Kobayashi,Chair andMembers
ExecutiveMattersCommittee,Honolulu City Council
City andCountyof Honolulu, Honolulu Hale
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: Bill No. 10 (2008) Relatingto TransitOrientedDevelopment

My nameis DeanUchida,BoardMemberandLegislativeChair of theHawaii Developers’
Council (HDC). We representover 250 membersandassociatesin real estatedevelopment-
relatedbusinesses.

The missionof Hawaii Developers’Council (HDC) is to educatedevelopersandthepublic
regardingland,constructionanddevelopmentissuesthroughpublic forums,seminarsand
publications.It is alsothegoalof HDCto promotehighethicsandcommunityresponsibilityin
realestatedevelopmentandrelatedtradesandprofessions.

The Hawaii Developers’Council supportsBill No. to.

Thepurposeof thebill is to amendthe LandUseOrdinanceto provideguidanceon howto
determinezoningregulationsfor areasaroundeachtransitstation.The planningprocessshall
beopen,inclusiveandvisionary,andshallstriveto increasethequality of life through
rejuvenatedcommunitycharacter(including place-makingopportunities),preservationand
enhancementof historic,cultural,scenic,naturalandothercommunityresourcesand
landmarks,while understandingtherelationshipbetweenzoning,financingandrealestate
marketdynamics.

We understandthedesireto be inclusiveandallow eachneighborhoodortransitstationdevelop
its own identity in andaroundtheTOD. However,webelievethatthebill shouldcontaina more
structuredapproachby ataminimumincludingalisting of elementsthatareprevalentin
successfulTOD’s. Thiswould assurea consistentapproachto developingTOD’s while
recognizingtheindividualneedsof eachneighborhood.

We alsobelievethatthebill couldbestrengthenedby clarifying or addingthefollowing:

i. Providingafinding or statementthatclearlyidentifiestransitandtransitoriented
developmentas“growth managementtools.” It is not aboutimprovingtraffic or
reducingtraveltimein thefuture. Usedproperly,thesetools effectivelyfocusgrowth in
identified areaswhile preservingagriculturalandopen-naturalresourcelandsto
enhancetheoverall qualityof life for all residentson Oahu.
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2. Providingsomecontext,timeframeor planninghorizonon howtheTOD ordinanceis
envisionedwill beimplementedovertime. This is importantasthe initial operating
segmentof thesystemwill takesometimeto be constructedaftertheexpected2009

groundbreaking.

3. Identificationor discussionof therangeof public-privatepartnershipsandincentives
thatcouldbeconsideredin developmentof aTOD.

Finally,webelievetheotherTOD relatedbills (Bills No. ii, 12, and13) shouldbe deferredas Bill
No. io providesfor an inclusiveandcomprehensiveprocess.It is possiblethatsomeelementsof
thesethreebills couldbeincorporatedinto Bill No. 10 as elementsthatshouldbe consideredin
theNeighborhoodPlanandSpecialTransitOrientedDevelopmentDistricts.

Thankyou for thisopportunityto expressourviews.


